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Geography learning will be planned through the area Understanding the World 

- Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants 

- Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has 

been read in class 

- Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter. 
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Around my School (local) 

Children will learn about the area they live in. 

They will be able to locate the UK on a world 

map. They will locate the Washington on a 

map of the UK and the school on a local map. 

Children will use simple language to describe  

the local area and the school 

Fieldwork 

 

Hot and Cold places  

Children will learn about where hot and cold places 

are in the world in relation to the equator and 

North and South poles.  Children will begin to locate 

hot and cold countries on a map (e.g where they 

have been on holiday). They will know how the type 

of weather can affect the people who live there.  

They will identify seasonal weather changes of the 

UK and track weather patterns in the local area.  

The Beach  (Human and physical of a local area) 

Children will learn about the coastal area of Sunderland – 

Roker and Souter light house. Children will be able to name 

the North Sea in relation to Sunderland. Children will study 

a small area of the UK and learn about its human and 

physical geography. Children will create a simple map of the 

area studied to show landmarks they have learnt about.     .      

Fieldwork 

 

Vocab beach, cliff, coast,  sea, soil, valley, season and weather  city, town, village, house, office, port, harbour and shop 
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The UK 

Children will learn about the UK and its place 

in the world. They will  locate the UK on a 

world map and understand it is made of 4 

countries. They will locate the capital cities 

of each country and identify similarities and 

differences between them. They will be able 

to name the oceans which surround the UK.  

They will be able to label a map of the UK 

with its countries and capital cities. They will 

be able to recognise and name landmarks and 

map features from a map of London.  They 

will be introduced to a compass and begin to 

use North, East, South, West.  

The World 

Children will learn the world is made up of 7 

continents and be able to name all 7 (Africa, 

Antarctica, Asia, Australia, Europe, North America, 

South America). Using a map, children will be able to 

locate and label the 7 continents and 5 oceans of 

the world (Atlantic, Arctic, Indian, Pacific, 

Southern).  They will use increasingly accurate 

language to describe where the continents and 

oceans are. Children will be able to use simple 

compass directions.  Children will create a map of 

Tynemouth coast with a key and use directional 

language to describe where landmarks/ features 

are. 

Kenya (Contrasting locality) 

Children will learn about Kenya and its location within 

Africa. They will locate Kenya on a map and know the 

continent it is within (Africa). They will learn about the 

climate, the habitats and animals that live there and the 

human and physical geography of the area. Children will 

make comparisons between Kenya and our locality.  

 

Fieldwork 
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Vocab As Year 1 plus: forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, vegetation, factory, farm, North, south, east, west 

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  

Y
ea

r 
3

  

Climate Zones, Biomes and vegetation belts. 

(Physical Geography) 

Children will learn about the world and how 

the Earth  is made up. They will learn about 

the equator; time zones; Northern and 

Southern Hemispheres ; the lines of longitude 

and latitude and tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn.  They will learn which biomes are 

found across the world and the features of 

these.  They will use a range of maps to 

identify regions and biomes across the globe.  

 

European country- Saint Nazaire (France) 

Children will learn about the Saint Nazaire region 

(twinned with Washington). They will build an 

understanding of the area as a trading port. 

Children will identify similarities and differences 

between Saint Nazaire and Washington.  Children 

will create a map of Saint Nazaire using symbols and 

a key.  

 

 

Local Area (Washington) 

Children will learn about the local area they live in 

(Washington) and its human and physical geography.  

Children will learn how Washington is made up of villages, 

the development of the ‘new town’ and make comparisons to 

understand how Washington has changed over time.   

Children will use maps of Washington (past and present) and 

aerial computer images and maps to locate places.   They 

will create their own map of the local area using OS symbols 

and a key.  

Fieldwork 
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Rivers and the water cycle (Physical 

Geography) 

Children will learn about the water cycle.  

They will follow the route of a river from the 

source to the sea and learn how rivers can 

affect the physical geography of the land.  

They will learn about the different part of a 

river and be able to locate and name some of 

the world’s most significant rivers.  

Fieldwork 

 

 

Italy- (European country) 

Children will learn about Italy and its location within 

Europe, being able to locate both on a map. Children 

will learn how Italy is made up of seven regions and 

make comparisons between the regions. Children will 

learn about the human and physical geography of 

Italy which attracts tourists and the impact these 

tourists can have on the country.  

 

 

Australia (non-European country) 

Children will learn about Australia and be able to locate 

Australia on a world map. Children will study the human and 

physical geography of Australia, the climate and find out 

about the similarities and differences between the 

Australia and the UK. Children will learn about the Great 

barrier reef: how it was made up, the animals that inhabit it 

and the impact of tourism.  Children will create a map of 

the area studied using OS symbols, a key and 4 figure grid 

references. 
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Mountains/ volcanoes (Physical Geography) 

Children will learn about mountainous regions 

and be able to locate the highest points in 

the UK. They will learn about how mountains 

are formed and study Mt Everest. They will 

locate countries and areas with volcanoes and 

consider some of the positive and negative 

aspect of living near them. The children will 

identify mountain ranges and volcanoes using 

atlases and digital technologies. The will learn 

how mountains are indicated on maps.   

Lake district (UK locality) 

Children will learn about the human and physical 

geography of the Lake District. Children will be able 

to locate and name some mountains and lakes in the 

area. Children will learn about the National park 

status and the impact this has on human geography, 

and the land use of the area (farming, tourism).  

Children will create a map of the area studied using 

OS symbols, a key and 6 figure grid references. 

Fieldwork 

The Amazon rainforest (South America) 

Children will learn about the Amazon Rainforest and be able 

to locate it on a map. Children will learn about the physical 

features of the region making links to their knowledge 

about biomes and climate zones. Children will learn about 

the animals that inhabit the different parts of the Amazon 

and their habitats.  They will learn about deforestation and 

its impact on the area for both humans and animals as well 

as its impact on the wider world. They will compare an area 

of Brazil to the UK.  
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Earthquakes (Physical Geography) 

Children will learn about how Earthquakes 

occur and their impact on the world. They will 

learn how the Earth’s layers are made up.  

They will use maps to plot where Earthquakes 

commonly occur and about the Richter scale.  

They will learn about the worlds physical 

geography which makes earthquakes specific 

to certain places in the world. They will learn 

about significant earthquakes and what has 

been learnt from them . 

Antarctica (deserts) 

Children will learn about Antarctica. They will be 

able to locate  the Arctic and Antarctic circle on a 

world map and globe. They will learn about the 

environment, climate and the animals which inhabit 

Antarctica. They will learn how the area has 

changed and the impact of human geography on the 

area. The will explore the impact of climate change 

on the melting ice caps, animal habitats and rising 

sea levels.  

Environment 

Children will investigate the impact humans on the local 

environment. Children will learn about the different aspects 

of climate change (sea levels rising, ice loss, extreme 

weather) and conduct research into an area of climate 

change.  

Fieldwork 

 

 

 


