
EYFS Essential Reads 
Through using high-quality texts and book-led learning, we aim to immerse 

the children in vocabulary rich learning environments.  

These books can be found in our class library and are  

chosen as our class reads: 

Traditional Tales 

Classics 

Modern 

Diversity and inclusion 



Nursery Core Texts 

Through using high-quality texts and book-led learning, we aim to immerse 

the children in vocabulary rich learning environments.  

These core books form a basis for our continuous provision: 

Autumn 1 

Autumn 2 

Spring 1 

Spring 2 

Summer 1 Summer 2 



Reception Core Texts 

Through using high-quality texts and book-led learning, we aim to immerse 

the children in vocabulary rich learning environments.  

These core books form a basis for our continuous provision: 

Autumn 1 

Autumn 2 

Spring 1 

Spring 2 

Summer 1 Summer 2 



Year 1 Core Texts 

 
Through using high-quality texts and book-led learning, we aim to immerse 

the children in vocabulary rich learning environments.  

These core books form a basis for our narrative writing: 

Term Narrative Objective Novel 

Autumn 1 Retell a narrative using patterns from listening and reading 

Transform for GDS: Add additional detail joining sentences using ‘and’. 

We’re going on a 

Bear Hunt 

Autumn 2 Tell a story about a central character 

Transform for GDS ;Add additional character description.  

Not now,  

Bernard! 

*Well-loved story 

Spring 1 To innovate on patterns from a familiar story using known story language 

Transform for GDS: Focus on a descriptive setting.  

The Magic  

Porridge Pot 

*Archaic  

Spring 2 Write own version of a familiar story and recount events in a sequence  

Transform for GDS: Write own version of the story recounting the information in  

sequence .  

Beegu 

Summer 1 Use patterns and language from familiar stories. Write a complete story with a beginning, middle 

and an end.  

Transform for GDS: Include some of the patterns and language of familiar stories. 

Knuffle Bunny 

Summer 2 Write a complete story which includes characterisation. 

Transform for GDS: Change the character to have the opposite traits to the first draft with a focus 

on comparative and superlative adjectives.  

The Magic Finger 



Year 1 Essential Reads 

Through using high-quality texts and book-led learning, we aim to immerse 

the children in vocabulary rich learning environments.  

These books can be found in our class library and are  

chosen as our class reads: 

*Protected characteristic: Disability  

*Protected characteristic: Race *Protected characteristic: Disability 



Other recommended reads for 

Year 1 

• That Rabbit Belongs to Emily Brown by Cressida Cowell and Neal Layton 

• Numenia and the Hurricane by Fiona Halliday 

• I Can Only Draw Worms by Will Mabbitt 

• The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle 

• Goodnight Everyone by Chris Haughton 

• Oof Makes an Ouch! by Duncan Beedle 

• The Pockey Chaotic by Ziggy Hanaor and Daniel Gray-Barnett 

• The Bad-tempered Ladybird by Eric Carle 

• A Lion in the Meadow by Margaret Mahy 

• Cops and Robbers by Allan Ahlberg 

• The Smile Shop by Satoshi Kitamura 

• The Emperor of Absurdia by Chris Riddell 

• There are Cats in this Book by Viviana Schwarz 

• Captain Toby by Satoshi Kitamura 

• Katie Morag’s Island Stories by Mairi Hedderwick 

• My Friend Bear by Jez Alborough 

• Meg and Mog by Helen Nichol 

• A Dark, Dark Tale by Ruth Brown 

• I Want my Hat Back by Jon Klassen The Dark by Lemony Snicket 

• You Can’t Take an Elephant on the Bus by Patricia Cleveland-Pack  

Through using high-quality texts and book-led learning, we aim to immerse 

the children in vocabulary rich learning environments.  

These books can be found in our class library and school library as recom-

mended reads: 

• Penguin by Polly Dunbar 

• You Choose! by Pippa Goodhart 

• Stanley’s Stick by Neal Layton 

• What to Do if an Elephant Stands on Your Foot 

by Michelle Robinson 

• Dinosaurs in the Supermarket! by Timothy 

Knapman 

• The Adventures of the Dish and the Spoon by 

Mini Grey  



Year 2 Core Texts 

 
Through using high-quality texts and book-led learning, we aim to immerse the chil-

dren in vocabulary rich learning environments.  

These core books form a basis for our narrative writing: 

Term Narrative Objective Novel 

Autumn 1 Write a 3 part story with a key character 

Transform for GDS: Change character to opposite of first draft with a focus on opposite, comparative and 

superlative adjectives  

Grandad’s Island 

 

Autumn 2 Re-tell a traditional talue using tupical settings, characters and events. To innovate a traditional tale, 

change some of the aspects of the setting, character and events 

Transform for GDS: Make the three events contrast by using adjectives and careful choice of expanded 

noun phrases.  

Rumpelstiltskin 

 

Spring 1 Plan and tell a story based on your own experience, using expanded noun phrases to expand and specify. 

Transform for GDS: Revise the way the nouns are expanded  

Ivy and the  

lonely raincloud 

*PC– Race 

Spring 2 To plan and write a story based on a familiar character, using the structure of opening, something hap-

pens, events to sort it out and an ending 

Transform for GDS: Expand on the main event with a focus on use of verbs and adverbs.  

Leon and the place 

between 

Summer 1 Plan and write your own story or re-tell a known story, using a range of sentence types and language to 

add detail. Transform for GDS: Expand on the language by introducing simple figurative language and 

more adventurous vocabulary.  

Fantastic Mr Fox 

 

Summer 2 To plan and write your own story with a logical sequence of events, with the introduction of some dia-

logue  

Transform for GDS: Retell the familiar story with inclusion of some dialogue  

experimenting with speech punctuation.  

The Day the Crayons 

Quit! 

 



Year 2 Essential Reads 

Through using high-quality texts and book-led learning, we aim to immerse 

the children in vocabulary rich learning environments.  

These books can be found in our class library and are  

chosen as our class reads: 

*Protected characteristic: Race *Protected characteristic: Hindi Faith *Protected characteristic: Race *Protected characteristic: Disability 



Other recommended reads for 

Year 2 

• Inside the Villains by Clotilde Perrin 

• Hattie and Olaf by Frida Nilsson 

• Bug Belly Froggy Rescue by Paul Morton 

• Don’t Look in This Book by Samuel Langley-Swain 

• The Kiosk by Anete Melece 

• The Problem with Pierre by CK Smouha and Suzanna Hubbard 

• Mr Majeika by Humphrey Carpenter 

• Jinnie Ghost by Berlie Doherty 

• I Was a Rat!: Or, the Scarlet Slippers by Philip Pullman 

• Beaver Towers by Nigel Hinton 

• The Happy Lion by Louise Fatio and Roger Duviosin 

• A Royal Lullabyhullaballoo by Mick Inkpen 

• Triangle by Mac Barnett 

• Fungus the Bogeyman by Raymond Briggs 

• The Adventures of Captain Underpants by Dav Pilkey 

• The Dunderheads by Paul Fleischman 

• The Man Whose Mother was a Pirate by Margaret Mahy 

• Pirate School: Just a Bit of Wind by Jeremy Strong 

• Uncle Gobb and the Dread Shed by Michael Rosen 

• Gobbolino the Witch’s Cat by Ursula Williams 

• Clarice Bean, That’s Me by Lauren Child  

Through using high-quality texts and book-led learning, we aim to immerse 

the children in vocabulary rich learning environments.  

These books can be found in our class library and school library as recom-

mended reads: 

• The Story of Babar by Jean De Brunhoff 

•  The Tear Thief by Carol Ann Duffy 

• How to Live Forever by Colin Thompson 

•  The Penderwicks by Jeanne Birdsall 

• The Dragonsitter by Josh Lacey  



Year 3 Core Texts 

 
Through using high-quality texts and book-led learning, we aim to immerse the chil-

dren in vocabulary rich learning environments.  

These core books form a basis for our narrative writing: 

Term Narrative Objective Novel 

Autumn 1 To write a story in four parts, in the first person, with a definite ending.  

Transform for GDS: Change into a third person story.  

Ellie and the Cat *PC– 

Race 

Autumn 2 To write a story in the third person organised into paragraphs, ensuring that the sequence is clear. Some basic 

dialogue included. 

Transform for GDS: Revise how the sequence of the story is expressed through conjunctions,  

adverbs and prepositional phrases.  

The Lost Happy End-

ings 

Spring 1 Re-tell or write their own story varying voice and intonation to create a specific effect in the audience and sus-

tain interest. 

Transform for GDS: Include dialogue to set the scene and present characters. Develop writing with a clear 

sense of purpose and intended effect on the reader  

Stone Age Boy 

Spring 2 To write a five part story with a strong dilemma, using conventions of written dialogue to show the relation-

ships between two characters and move the action forward.  

Transform for GDS Revise one section of the story. Use words and phrases to capture the readers’ interest and 

imagination and select verbs carefully to describe actions, thoughts and feelings. .  

The BFG 

Summer 1 Write a story that has a problem and a resolution. Organise into paragraphs that include adverbs of time. 

Transform for GDS: Include detailed description of setting and time by using expanded noun phrases to give 

precise detail.  

The Odyssey  

Summer 2 Write a story where dialogue is the drive to move the story on. 

Transform for GDS: Revise the dialogue to provide strong characterisation.  

The Firework-maker’s 

Daughter 



Year 3 Essential Reads 

Through using high-quality texts and book-led learning, we aim to immerse 

the children in vocabulary rich learning environments.  

These books can be found in our class library and are  

chosen as our class reads: 

*Protected characteristic: Race *Protected characteristic: Race 

*Protected characteristic: Race 



Other recommended reads for 

Year 3 

• The Accidental Prime Minister by Tom McLaughlin 

• Dog Man by Dav Pilkey 

• King Kong by Anthony Browne  

• Ice Palace by Robert Swindells  

• Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters by John Steptoe 

• The World According to Humphrey by Betty G Birney 

• Kid Normal by Greg James 

• At Our House by Isabel Minhos Martins 

• The Invisible Boy by Trudy Ludwig 

• The Secret World of Polly Flint by Helen Creswell 

• Wilf the Might Worrier Saves the World by Georgia Pritchett 

• Dog in the Dungeon by Lucy Daniels 

• Picasso Perkins by Adele Geras 

• The Reluctant Dragon by Kenneth Grahame 

• Winnie the Pooh Collection by A A Milne 

• Mrs Pepperpot Stories by Alf Proysen 

• Pippi Longstocking by Astrid Lindgren 

• The Cat in the Hat by Dr Seuss 

• Knights and Bikes by Gabrielle Kent 

• It was a Dark and Stormy Night by Janet Ahlberg 

• Harry the Poisonous Centipede by Lynne Reid Banks 

Through using high-quality texts and book-led learning, we aim to immerse 

the children in vocabulary rich learning environments.  

These books can be found in our class library and school library as recom-

mended reads: 

• Dilly the Dinosaur by Tony Bradman 

• StoryWorlds: A Moment in Time : a  

Perpetual Picture Atlas by Thomas  

Hegbrook 

• Willa and Old Miss Annie by Berlie Doherty 

• My Naughty Little Sister by Dorothy  

Edwards 

•  The Charlie Moon Collection by Shirley Hughes 

•  All Because of Jackson by Dick King-Smith 

• Mrs Cockle’s Cat by Philippa Pearce 

• Unusual Day by Sandi Toksvig 

• Who’s in the Loo? By Jeanne Willis 

• The True Story of 3 Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka 

• The Railway Cat by Phyllis Arkle 

• The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein  



Year 4 Core Texts 

 
Through using high-quality texts and book-led learning, we aim to immerse the chil-

dren in vocabulary rich learning environments.  

These core books form a basis for our narrative writing: 

Term Narrative Objective Novel 

Autumn 1 To plan and write their own version of a familiar story with a focus on varied and rich vocabulary and a 

range of sentence structures. 

Transform for GDS: Add character descriptions designed to provoke sympathy or dislike in the reader.  

The Sandman 

and the  

Turtles 

Autumn 2 Plan and write a complete story by identifying stages in the telling; introduction, build-up, climax or 

conflict, resolution.  

Transform for GDS: Focus on the conflict stage. Extend the range of sentences with more than one 

clause by using a wider range of conjunctions. Use sentence type and length to create tension and  

impact on the reader.  

Charlotte’s Web 

Spring 1 Plan a complete story focussed on organisational devices eg. times of day, repeated words and phrases, 

adverbial phrases and use of pronouns. 

Transform for GDS: Experiment with using different organisational devices with some attempt to link 

paragraphs together.  

Charlie and the 

Chocolate  

Factory 

Spring 2 Plan and write a longer story including details of setting using figurative language to evoke mood and 

atmosphere. 

Transform for GDS: Transform the narrative through a change in atmosphere, varying the vocabulary to 

support it.  

The Lion, the 

Witch and the 

Wardrobe 

Summer 1 Write in role as a character from a story. 

Transform for GDS: Change the narrative voice or write from two perspectives  

Bill’s New Frock 

*PC  

Gender 

Summer 2 Plan and write a story with a strong central character using “show not tell” techniques to provide infor-

mation to the reader about that character. 

Transform for GDS: Develop additional characters and add detail to settings using adjectives and figura-

tive language to evoke time, place and mood.  

Who Let the 

God’s Out 



Year 4 Essential Reads 

Through using high-quality texts and book-led learning, we aim to immerse 

the children in vocabulary rich learning environments.  

These books can be found in our class library and are  

chosen as our class reads: 

*Protected characteristic: Race *Protected characteristic: Disability *Protected characteristic: Race 



Other recommended reads for 

Year 4 

• The Invisible Dog by Dick King-Smith 

• The Monster Spotter’s Handbook by Matt  

• Max and the Millions by Ross Montgomery 

• Desirable by Frank Cottrell Boyce 

• My Brother is a Superhero by David Solomons 

• There’s a Werewolf in My Tent by Pamela Butchart 

• The 13 Storey Treehouse by Andy Griffiths 

• Frank Einstein and the Antimatter Motor by Jon Scieszka 

• The Peppermint Pig by Nina Bawden 

• Operation Gadgetman! by Malorie Blackman 

• The Children of Green Knowe by Lucy M Boston 

• Lizzie Dripping by Helen Cresswell 

• The Great Elephant Chase by Gillian Cross 

• War Game by Michael Foreman 

• Toad Rage by Morris Gleitzman 

• The Last Castaways by Harry Horse 

• The Legend of Captain Crow’s Teeth by Eoin Colfer 

• The Battle of Bubble and Squeak by Philippa Pearce 

• Give Peas a Chance by Morris Gleitzman 

• The Yearlings by Marjorie Rawlings 

Through using high-quality texts and book-led learning, we aim to immerse 

the children in vocabulary rich learning environments.  

These books can be found in our class library and school library as recom-

mended reads: 

• The House that Sailed Away by Pat Hutchins 

• Fairy Tales by Terry Jones 

• The Hodgeheg by Dick King-Smith 

• The Worst Witch by Jill Murphy 

• The Way to Sattin Shore by Phillippa Pearce 

• The Suitcase Kid by Jacqueline Wilson  

• Billionaire Boy by David Walliams 

• Cliffhanger by Jacqueline Wilson  



Year 5 Core Texts 

 
Through using high-quality texts and book-led learning, we aim to immerse the chil-

dren in vocabulary rich learning environments.  

These core books form a basis for our narrative writing: 

Term Narrative Objective Novel 

Autumn 1 Write a five part story using language to evoke mood and atmosphere and develop  

characterisation. 

Transform for GDS Change the atmosphere of the story with a focus on how language choices, sentence 

structure and grammar will change to change the atmosphere.  

The Nowhere 

Emporium  

Autumn 2 Plan and tell a story demonstrating awareness of audience by using techniques such as  

recap, repetition, humour or suspense. 

Transform for GDS Change the story to focus on a different technique looking at how the language 

choice changes  

Wolves of 

Willoughby 

Chase 

Spring 1 Write in the style of a particular author, organised into chapters, extend ways to link paragraphs using 

adverbs and adverbial phrases. 

Transform for GDS Adapt the story for a different audience aiming for consistency in  

character and style  

The  

Highwayman 

Spring 2 Plan and tell a story to explore narrative viewpoint eg. retell a familiar story from the point of view of 

another character. 

Transform for GDS Change the story to show parallel narrators where events are portrayed simultane-

ously.  

Harry Potter and 

the  

Philosopher’s 

Stone 

Summer 1 Plan and write a non – linear story eg. Flashbacks, parallel narrators. Experiment with  

different formalities for different shifts.  

Transform for GDS Use the non-linear structure to show changes in atmosphere and mood.  

Time  

Travelling with a 

Hamster 

Summer 2 Plan and write a story with a clear narrative voice. Use dialogue to build character and move the action 

forward.  

Transform for GDS Add an additional narrative voice demonstrating a change in formality  

Journey to 

Jo’Burg  

*PC Race 



Year 5 Essential Reads 

Through using high-quality texts and book-led learning, we aim to immerse 

the children in vocabulary rich learning environments.  

These books can be found in our class library and are  

chosen as our class reads: 

*Protected characteristic: Race *Protected characteristic: Disability *Protected characteristic: Race 



Other recommended reads for 

Year 5 

• Malamander by Thomas Taylor 

• Wolf Brother by Michelle 

• The Violet Veil Mysteries by Sophie Cleverly 

• Beetle Boy by MG Leonard  

• The Wolf Wilder by Katherine Rundell 

• Heidi by Johanna Spyri 

• The Wonder Garden by Jenny Bloom and Kristjana Williams 

• The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis 

• Clockwork by Philip Pullman 

• Dial a Ghost by Eva Ibbotson 

• Indiana Bones by Harry Heape 

• Dragon Rider by Cornelia Funke 

• Emil and the Detectives by Erich Kastner 

• The Incredible Adventures of Professor Branestawm by Normal Hunter 

• I Know What You Did Last Wednesday by Anthony Horowitz 

• Peter in Peril by Helen Bate 

• Cloud Soup by Kate Wakeling 

• The Ghost of Thomas Kempe by Penelope Lively 

• Heard it in the Playground by Allan Ahlberg 

• The Ultimate Alphabet by Mike Wilks 

Through using high-quality texts and book-led learning, we aim to immerse 

the children in vocabulary rich learning environments.  

These books can be found in our class library and school library as recom-

mended reads: 

• The Hundred and One Dalmatians by Dodoe 

Smith 

• When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit by Judith Kerr 

• Moondial by Helen Cresswell 

• The Witches by Roald Dahl 

• The Mouse and His Child by Russell Hoban 

• The Clocktower Ghost by Gene Kemp 

• King of the Cloud Forests by Michael Morpurgo 

• The Phoenix and the Carpet by E Nesbit 

• The Scarecrow and His Servant by Philip Pull-

man 

• A Series of Unfortunate Events by Lemony 

Snicket 

• Woof! By Allan Ahlberg 

• Laughter is an Egg by John Agard  

• The Factory Made Boy by Christine  

Nostlinger 

• Aquila by Andrew Norriss 

• The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by 

Kate DiCamillo 



Year 6 Core Texts 

 
Through using high-quality texts and book-led learning, we aim to immerse the chil-

dren in vocabulary rich learning environments.  

These core books form a basis for our narrative writing: 

Term Narrative Objective Novel 

Autumn 1 Change a play into a narrative. Review the story focussing on dialogue being used to develop characteri-

sation and move action forward. 

Transform for GDS Independently focus on the vocabulary and grammar choices to support characteri-

sation demonstrating assured and conscious control. 

Macbeth 

Autumn 2 Plan and write a story with a very distinct atmosphere – eg. suspense, panic, humour. 

Transform for GDS Independently change the atmosphere of the story with a focus on how language 

choices, sentence structure and grammar will change in order to change the atmosphere.  

A Monster Calls 

Spring 1 Plan and write a nonlinear story, arranging paragraphs carefully, using a range of devices to signal the 

narrative moving backwards and forwards in time. 

Transform for GDS Independently use a nonlinear structure to show control of formality for different 

shifts of time  

Holes 

Spring 2 Plan and write a story with two narrators to tell the story from different perspectives. Transform for 

GDS Independently change the formality of the two narrators so that they contrast.  

Wonder  

*PC Disability 

Summer 1 PPlan and write an extended narrative divided into chapters. Use of description and figurative language 

to create atmosphere. 

Transform for GDS Independently include dialogue to show shifts of formality; develop character and 

move the action forward  

The Girl of Ink 

and Stars 

Summer 2 Plan and write a variety of parodies manipulating characters, setting and events to amuse the reader. 

Transform for GDS Write own story that they have always want to write. 

Straw into Gold: 

Fairy Tales Re-

Spun 



Year 6 Essential Reads 

Through using high-quality texts and book-led learning, we aim to immerse 

the children in vocabulary rich learning environments.  

These books can be found in our class library and are  

chosen as our class reads: 

*Protected characteristic: Disability *Protected characteristic: Race *Protected characteristic: Disability 



Other recommended reads for 

Year 6 

• Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo 

• Nightfall in New York by Katherine Woodfine 

• The Silly Book of Side-Splitting Stuff by Andy Seed 

• A Boy Called Hope by Lara Williamson 

• Illegal by Eoin Colfer 

• Time Travelling With a Hamster by Ross Welford 

• The Curious Case of the Dog in the Night Time by Mark 

Haddon 

• SeaBEAN by Sarah Holding 

• Eren by Simon P Clark 

• The Railway Children by E Nesbit 

• Abomination by Robert Swindells 

• Carrie’s War by Nina Bawden 

• Raspberries on the Yangtze by Karen Wallace 

• The Crowstarver by Dick King-Smith 

• Awful End by Philip Ardagh 

• From Hereabout Hill by Michael Morpurgo 

• Fruit and Nutcase by Jean Ure 

• Granny by Anthony Horowitz 

• The Silver Sword by Ian Serraillier 

• Superfudge by Judy Blume 

Through using high-quality texts and book-led learning, we aim to immerse 

the children in vocabulary rich learning environments.  

These books can be found in our class library and school library as recom-

mended reads: 

• Tell Me No Lies by Malorie Blackman 

• The Weathermonger by Peter Dickinson 

• What Katy Did by Susan Coolidge 

• The Wheel of Surya by Jamila Gavin 

• Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle Magorian 

• Why the Whales Came by Michael Morpurgo 

• The Borrowers by Mary Norton 

• Silverfin by Charlie Higson 

• Oranges in No Man’s Land by Elizabeth Laird 

• Lion Boy by Zizou Corder 

• The Machine Gunners by Robert Westall 

• The Viewer by Gary Crew 

• My Swordhand is Singing by Marcus Sedgwick 

• Once by Morris Gleitzman 

• The Other Side of the Truth by Beverley Naidoo  


